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VSA Presentation Proposal - 2014 Intersections Arts and Special Ed Conference 
 
Title:  Digital Art at the Intersection of Arts and Special Education 
 
Abstract:  This instructional and experiential workshop will share the development of a digital arts 
project with students with special needs.  This project was a joint effort of educators at the Barber 
National Institute and Artist in Residence, Jude Shingle, filmmaker and animator.  Session will include 
hands-on training using an iPad to create an iBook or Comic Life.  Participants will have an opportunity 
to engage with Mr. Shingle to discuss future applications of digital media. 
  
Proposal: The abundance of digital technology has made accessible mediums of artistic expressions that 
only a few years ago were unattainable for the majority of the population.   Digital mediums have a 
tremendous ability to empower individuals to share their stories in moving and accessible ways.  In 2013 
the Elizabeth Lee Black School (ELBS) / Barber National Institute (BNI) received a grant from ArtsErie and 
the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts to host a long term artist in residence.  ELBS/BNI is an approved 
private school in Pennsylvania serving 300 children ages 3 – 21 with autism, intellectual disabilities, 
physical challenges, sensory and mental health issues as well as typical preschool children.  
Acknowledging that media has profoundly changed self-expression and learning, we realized that too 
often children with special needs are not included in this movement.   Recognizing the digital divide we 
chose to partner with filmmaker and animator, Jude Shingle, in a project that nestles perfectly into the 
intersection of art and special education. 
 
The project was a collaboration among teachers and students in each classroom, and our artist, Mr. 
Shingle, to create multimedia publications (digital books, movies, animations) that reinforced or 
expanded upon concepts being taught in the classroom.   Additionally, teachers and students were 
trained in the use of new technologies.  Initially, the focus was on using digital arts media in the 
development of social stories to teach specific skills but as the project evolved, a synergy was created 
that led us in new and different directions.  The possibilities encouraged and expanded the creativity of 
teachers and students in unexpected ways.  Their excitement grew as they explored a world of 
expressive opportunities that were previously unavailable to them.   
 
This instructional and experiential workshop will begin with an overview of the ELBS / BNI artist in 
residence experience with filmmaker and animator Jude Shingle.  Next we will discuss principles of 
universal design and supportive classroom strategies that can help facilitate success for students with 
special needs in various arts and educational environments.   Participants will then gather in small 
groups to experience the process by using an I-Pad to create their own iBook or Comic Life project.   By 
working directly with the technology, participants will have an opportunity to learn new digital medium 
and take it back to their students.  The session will end with opportunity to engage with artist Jude 
Shingle in a group discussion regarding future applications of digital media in special education and art 
education settings. 


